Hertford 

Feby 12 1861

My dearest Sally


I am sorry I could not write by the morning post but dear Papa was starting for London. Your letter dear l girl has not only surprised me but caused me I think to fee as anxious as yourself; still I cannot advise; I can only pray that you be guided to a right decision; and darling you do not name the party that has so highly complimented you and if you did I feel those kind friends with whom you are (and who I am certain wish you well) fare better able to advise you than myself still you own feeling must guide you


It would be a great happiness to me to see either of my dear girls wedded to a good kind husband My miser equally great should it prove the reverse: and you must remember Sally much depends on yourself wether a husband remains kind and good; I am not surprised at your dilemma as to your feelings your acquaintance with Mr _____being so very  short perhaps it will be better to wait a little before deciding so important a question: also that Mr___ may become more acquainted with our circumstances as he may wish to have something more than an awkward foolish ignorant little girl: as you are pleased to style yourself; no dear I do not subscribe to al this: and very sorry shall we all be to part with you.


I think dear it is much best your not 

Going to the ball and feel very grateful to those kind friends who have so kindly advised you


I wish you dear to talk them matter well over with the Mrs Folkards and let them know your decision whichever way it may be


Pap’s love he says be calm and take time to consider Polly and Su?  y write in  ??    love and best wishes for your happiness   ??  with     ??    Sally

Your fond

Mother


Will you dear present my kind regard to Mr and the Mrs Folkards.

I



