In the transcript below, words in italics are those which the original transcriber could not make out from the handwriting. 

Misterton near Gainsborough Sept. 23rd 1886 

My dear S. A.

Did the children get the letters with Sally and your self – we are looking for letters from every one of them – hope you have every number. We often talk about you and wonder how you manage with your large family – if anything we are better here. Self only shakey the other night I was very ill. Thought the end had come but feel better this afternoon.

Your dear child big wash looks tired. She is a great help to us. Emily went home yesterday with her Baby Charlie her Husband returned from Southport last night. Have not seen him – think he is allright. Tom had a letter from Alfie. He is at Aldershot all right, has two gold stripes. He talks of coming to Misterton at Christmas. So if your dear lads come we shall be full up - so much the better, we require company to cheer us for we are often down. We may have our public Tea after the Harvest come not sure think Frank will go to Nottingham and Rockwell the 7h of October – we had a letter from Ellen asking her to visit them dear Child it would do her good to get out for a short time, we shall see when the time comes some day you will get a long letter from her with all particulars. Wish Mother could write, she would if she could – she is now trying to sweep up the house poor dear soul. You must write to Emily she will be glad to get a few lines from any or all of you we often wonder you don't write to her as for me a poor old man, it does not matter so much – when I am gone somebody will wish they had written oftener. Poor dear Lizzy she will write some day when the be takes up of her God help her. How I would like to see you all and get a look at my little brood out in the yard. Hope all is kept in perfect order so that there may be no confusion when I arrive.
Ever your loving Father John Fogg

