Give dissertation in / Walk to Rodmell

15th January 1978
[at parent’s house in Sanderstead]

Nightmare day trying to finish dissertation after only a few hours sleep. Hennaed hair, Worked through night. Mum up typing till 4am. Laughed about the slowness of my voice on tape.

16th January 1978

Dad drove me to Brighton by 7.00am. Felt totally disillusioned with essay..brain seized up – blank like an ‘off’ TV screen. Pushed on in v.low spirits then to campus and gave [the dissertation] in. ... Four brandies in bar. Good to see S___. – gave me a big cuddle…Alcohol warmed system.

To shops all afternoon manically trying to spend just cashed giro – star earings, Tapper Zukie reduced from £3.80 to £1.50 in new reggae shop. Four new singles – Pistols, Camel, Bowie and Dillinger.

Finally crashed to no.9 [Shaftesbury Road]. Finally managed to get self upstairs about 8.00 after admiring S____’s engagement ring. Forced self to tidy diaaster area of room – yoga for head. But didn’t finish till 12.00 am. Spend next hour sorting through last term’s notes to suss out when my seminars are…
17th January 1978

Not typed up.

18th January 1978

Up and planned to work but incredible blue sky winter day so phoned G____ about 12 and arranged to walk to Rodmell. Premonition not to go which maybe should have heeded.

Wrong turning off road onto Downs so ended up on road to lewes after couple of miles. Met hefty bulls, wet feet. Irritation between G__and me, I think.
To Lewes via argument sparked off by me asking him whether he thought living in big country house = immoral. D__ having 1/3 share in company made me feel inarticulately angrey / confused / like crying – burbling anger at Graham – lack of communication,  felt v.bad. He said o had big complex about money , middle class etc and that I should sort it out or else people give no weight to what I say etc.

Anyway, cheesecake and veg soup in ‘Lunch Centre’ – train home and  thankful escape from each other…Home and eat binge on sausage and egg. Warmth and justification from J__.

Read Jung for hour then about 10 to Soul Disco in Old Refectory…

