Brighton

30 April I836

My very Dear Daughter

Many weeks have rolled into Eternity since I saw you last - and Many days have Elapsed since I wrote to you It is now with feelings of Pleasure I take pen in hand to addrefs a few lines to you who lays very near and dear to my heart I thought much of you during my long and heavy Affliction - my Covenant Father has been pleased to put me in the Furnace of Affliction - and wearsome nights have been appointed for me.  I have pafsed thro some deep waters both in body and mind - I have had many dark nights - and Gloomy days - and my soul has been cast down within me, and Satan has often hureld in his fiery darts - and temptation in order to weaken my faith and becloud my Evedences but thro Grace he could not beat me off the ROCK CHRIST JESUS  ; there I feel my standing firm, nor death nor hell shall ere remove his Favorites from his breast in the dear bosom of his love they MUST for ever rest but though I have experienced so much darknefs of mind and suffered so much Pain of body - both night and day - I have had some happy moments, Some glimses of his lovly Countenance, Some Communion and Fellowship with my blesed Lord and I can say I have had songs in the Night O! how delightful in the Presence of Jesus - a smile from him is heaven in the soul - his love is better than wine not a drop of real joy without his presence my mind has been some times so Elevated above the Perishing Vanitys of the world as to tread it all beneath my fact and all that earth calls good and greate but these delightful seasons with me are short - but how refreshing they are to the weary Pilgrim or Heavenly Traveller - they are sweet fortastes of that Eternal enjoyment with God, in the Upper and better world where I hope to meet my children there in Glory Glory Glory – O! that will be joyfull if we meet there to Part no more, I hope my dear Rhoda you are concerned to make your Calling and Election sure and to remember your latter end - time is short - Eternity is fast approaching - and the streems of life are imperceptably carring of us down to the Ocean of Eternity two months ago some of my friends - thought I should soon be there. but my times are in his hands and not a single shaft can hit till the God of love sees fit - and having obtained help of God I continue until this day - on the land of the living and on Praying ground- it is now upwards of four months that I have been afflicted - but thro much mercy I am fairly recovered, I trust I can say it has been good for me that I have been afflicted - I have lernt a greate deal in the School of Affliction- I hope it been a mark of my Heavenly Fathers Covenant love (but I must forbear) the weather being so unsettled and cold my Friends think it would be better for me to wait a little longer before I come to Brenchly we think the beginning of June, in that case would it be better for you to come first and for me to go back with you or will you wait till I come up - if the weather should set in warm Perhaps I could come the Middle or latter end of May I long to see you again- you had better write to let us know wheather you will wait to come or not - if you have not had your baby Vaccinated your Mother hopes you will before you come to Brighton - give my love to John I long to see him again in the Flesh your Sisters and Brothers Send there love to you and John your Mother unites with me in love to you and John - Not forgeting Mr Waterman the Greate Champion of Faith - and his dear Partner and Family - and remain your ever dear and Affectionate Father

Wm Vine

P.S-

you had better write as Early as you can to let us know wheather you will wait till I come - or come before: the weather is cold at Present for Traveling with a Baby - Please to give my love to Mr Gladwish and tell I am much better in health - and hope to see him soon

Addressed to:

Mrs John Waterman Junr-

Brenchly

Near Lamberhurst

Kent

